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Take up

• 64 plants total 

(excluding sewage 

sludge)

• 11 on-farm using 

energy crops

• Largest 2mW

• 37K tonnes per 

year

• Others range from 

6kW – 1mW
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Why is take up so low?

• Policy and drivers

• Feedstock yields

• Farming practice

• Finance



Feed in Tariffs
Electrical output  ( kW) Tariff (£ kWhr-1)

Less than 250 0.145

Less than 500 0.13

Greater than 500 0.094

+ £0.03 kWhr-1 fixed price for export

ROC – renewable obligation certificates

DRIVERS

Variable value as tradable  £0.045 – 0.05 kWhr-1 . 

Currently 2xROC for AD installations 

RHI -Renewable heat incentive
£0.065 kWhr-1 for all capacities for grid 

injection or up to 200kW from combustion



Policy

• UK Government has stated that it does not 

wish to see the widespread displacement of 

food crops by energy crops for digestion.

• At present it has not introduced any control 

measure

• Has stated that it may remove subsidies in the 

future if expansion is too great



Crop yields

• UK crop yields not as great as those in Central 
Europe (CE)

• Energy maize crops grown and developed for 
CE not suitable for all UK regions

• Not as much experience and history of 
digestion with other crops e.g. wheat, grass, 
beet and other root crops.

• At least half of the few UK plants are using 
grass silage



Farming practice and finance

• For discussion




